PLAY THE DRUMSET!
Exercise # 6 (Advanced)

Mmm-Mmm-Good

“Pea Soup” is a term used by some drummers to describe the sound that results from
playing the hi-hat with lots of attitude in order to add “flavor” to the beat.

The playing style affectionately described as “pea soup” can be achieved in a variety of
ways. Some drummers get this result by playing an open hi-hat sound, followed by a
quick closed hi-hat sound. They may also strike the hi-hat cymbal with lots of attitude
and focus on accenting the open sound to make the hi-hat “bark.” This can create
different “colors” which means that a drummer can get a variety of different sounds out
of the same drum or cymbal by simply striking it differently. You can use the pea soup
approach to create two different colors by playing the open sound with the shank (or
side) of the drumstick and the closed sound with the tip (or end) of the drumstick. You
could also play the open sound on the edge of the hi-hat or strike the cymbal closer to
the bell (or middle) of the hi-hat to achieve different sounds. While the concept of pea
soup is simple, the level of difficulty can increase depending on how much flavor you
want to add your beats. The most important thing to remember is not to over do it. A
drummer must always maintain good time and meter. Too much extra flavor can
interfere with the beat. Just like cooking a favorite recipe, you must use the right
amount of ingredients. Practice with a metronome and find the right balance.
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Bar breakdown and table translations follow...

EXERCISE GRID KEY

Hi Hat H Hi Hat
Snare S Snare
Bass B Bass Drum
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Pea Soup bar breakdown and table translations

(Note: H-0 = open Hi-Hat)

Ex.l. .O

)

Pea Soup Line 1/Bar1l

.

Exercise: 1
Eighth
Note 1 & 3 & 4 & 2 & 3 & &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H H-o H H H H H-o
Snare S S
Bass B B B
[ ]
L] L] I
Pea Soup: Line 1/Bar2
Exercise: 2
Eighth
Note 1 & & 3 & 4 & 2 & 3 & &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H H-o H H H H H H-o
Snare S S
Bass B B B B B

135




-+

Jf

Pea Soup: Line 1/Bar3

Exercise: 3
Eighth
Note 1 2 & 4 & 1 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H-o H H H-o
Snare S S
Bass B B B B B
Ex. 4
o
Pea Soup: Line 2/Bar1l
Exercise: 4
Eighth
Note 1 2 3 & 4 & 1 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H-o H H-o
Snare S S
Bass B B B B
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Pea Soup bar breakdown and table translations (cont.): (Note: H-o0 = open Hi-Hat)

|.Ex.5. -O'I

Pea Soup: Line 2/Bar2

Exercise: 5
Eighth
Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 3 &
Count:
Hi Hat H H H H H H H H-o H H H H H H
Snare S S S
Bass B B B B B B B B

Ex. 6
J ] ; ; X ] ] ;o
Pea Soup: Line 2 /Bar3

Exercise: 6
Eighth
Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 3 &
Count:
Hi Hat H H H H H H H H-o H H H H H H H
Snare S S S S
Bass B B B B B B B B
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Ex.7 o .

. "

Pea Soup: Line 3/Bar1l

Exercise: 7
Eighth
Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2
Count:
Hi Hat H H H H H H-o H H H H H
Snare S S S
Bass B B B
Pea Soup: Line 3/Bar2
Exercise: 8
Eighth
Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2
Count:
Hi Hat H H H H H H-o H H H H H
Snare S S S
Bass B B B B
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Pea Soup bar breakdown and table translations (cont.):

(Note: H-o0 = open Hi-Hat)

-|--

'*r

J f

Pea Soup: Line 3/Bar3

Exercise: 9
Eighth
Note 1 & 3 & & 1 2 & 3 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H-o H H H H H H-o
Snare S
Bass B B B B B B B

Exercise: 10

Ex. 10

f

Pea Soup: Line 4/Bar1l

=i

Eighth

Note 1 & & 3 & & 1 2 & 3 &
Count:

HiHat | H H H H H-o H H H H H H-o0
Snare S

Bass B B B B B B
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Exercise: 11

Ex. 11

: - | - .

T

Pea Soup: Line 4/Bar2

T

Eighth

Note 1 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 4
Count:

HiHat | H H H H H-o H H H H H H-o H
Snare S S S S
Bass B B B B B B

Ex. 12 .
Pea Soup: Line 4/Bar3
Exercise: 12

Eighth

Note 1 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 4
Count:
HiHat | H H H H H-o H H H H H H-o H
Snare S S S S
Bass B B B B B B B
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Pea Soup bar breakdown and table translations (cont.):

Exercise: 13

Ex. 13

@]

(Note: H-o0 = open Hi-Hat)

BRRERER

r

r

Pea Soup: Line 5/Barl

Eighth

Note 1 & & 3 & 4 & 1 2 & 3 &
Count:

HiHat | H H H-o H H H H H H H-o H H
Snare S S

Bass B B B B

Ex. 14
. . I
Pea Soup: Line 5/Bar2
Exercise: 14

Eighth

Note 1 & & 3 & 4 & 1 2 & 3 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H-o H H H H H H H-o H H
Snare S S

Bass B B B B B B
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Exercise: 15

Ex. 15

; > O > :

r

=

Pea Soup: Line 5/Bar3

Eighth

Note 1 & 3 & & 1 &
Count:

HiHat | H H H H-o H H H H H H-o
Snare S S

Bass B B B B B B

Ex. 16 5
0 . . ) |
Pea Soup: Line 6/Bar1l
Exercise: 16

Eighth

Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H-o H H H H H H-o
Snare S S

Bass B B B B
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Pea Soup bar breakdown and table translations (cont.): (Note: H-o0 = open Hi-Hat)

I. Ex.l?l ) ] l

Pea Soup: Line 6/Bar2

Exercise: 17

Eighth

Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 3 &
Count:

HiHat | H H H H-o H H H H H H H H-o H H
Snare S S S

Bass B B B B B B B B

.Po .
T T

Pea Soup: Line 6/Bar3

Exercise: 18

Eighth
Note 1 & 2 & 3 & 4 & 1 & 2 & 3 &
Count:
HiHat | H H H H-o H H H H H H H H-o H H H
Snare S S S S
Bass B B B B B B B B
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